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1.  Genoral Conditions in Leninrrad Ares (april 1948)

The food situation has deteriorated badly in Leninared over the last
two months, ‘hite bread, white flour, suAar, and butter are practi~
cally unobtainable and neat is very searce. There are very few pota-
tocs and Ruselans rake trips to the Baltic States for the rurposa of
btuyine potatoes. In leningrad, lines are formed avory day outaide

the food shops, often beginning at four ofelock in the morning, /
Source's wif'e stood in line eovery dsy for two weeks 4n leninarad vwith-
out being able to obtain either butter or esoking fat., Thare is con-~
siderable resentrent by the publie, which axpected things to ‘be mech
easier after the abolition of bread rationing, The man in the strest
also hored for botter conditions after the devaluation of the ruble »
esracially in view of the Suvermnmemt's assurances that this reasure
wuld level rrieces, Public opinion is also oxtremely indimant over
the sranting of special awards, Stalin Lauroates, to seientists, inven-
tors, and artists. These awards are often as hinmh as 100,000 rubles,
The rublic is at a loss to underctand why awards as hi-h at 100,000
rubles should hs granted to even star ballerinas wvhile sleilleq workers
often have to work 12 hours a day to earn a bare living,

2. lorale in leninsrad (January 1948)

The rorale of troors in Leningrad is roorsi Public discontent has been
greatly ineroased by the devaluation of the ruble; rany rersons have
lost all their ~rall savinms, The mblic is seared of another R,
especlally an atorie war. All so-ts of rurors are heard every day,
and there are distinet siwns of ranie amons i:tellectusls. Thers are,
however, no indieations that the general rublic is beinnm psycholorically
_ premared for a-other war as was the ease “efore the laszt var, Bven in
.the Ary, desrite current intensive training, thers are no real indica-
tions of a psycholosical rreparation for war,

3, Horale and Conditi ns_ (January-April 1948)

a., The situation in the Baltic States is reminiscert oF corplete mili-
tary occupation. The pormlation i3 in roverty, dJderrived of liborty,
and hates the Soviets, rarticularly the Soviet Ay, The Latvian
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police is composed of lLatvians, but the Russien politieal police
ig in command behind the scenes. Throughout the state organiza-
tions, Latviana are employed in administrative rosts, but the
exacutive appointments are £illed by Russians. The food situa-
tion is better in Latvia than in Russia and Russians come in a
congtant stream to the Baltie State for the purposs of murchasing
foodstuffs. This is greatly resented by the loeal porulation.

b, The Ietts maks no secret of thelr hatred for ths Fussians, Iett
traders do their bast tn avsid aalline to Russians and make o
7oint of not italking in Russian., Almosi every wesk Russian
Soldiers are rurdered in the outskirts of Lepaya (Libau),

The MGB replies by despatehing Istt families to Russia, rrinci-~
pally beyond the Urals., There are ssveral small and badly organized
partisan groups in Lithuania and in the Dvinsk area of Latvia,

Beception of Foreien Radlo Promramg (Jamuary 1948)

In the Leningrad area, surprise is expressed that tho BBC transmis-
slons are of such low power, and that only official corruniques which
can be read in the Russian papers are broadeast, The BBC has been
Jarmed on only one occasion, when announcing a minor item of nsus
about the loss of a Bussian chip in the Paeific. On the other hand,
Amsrican broadeasts are consistently jammed,
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